Marriage from the Christian point of view is a covenant which is fulfilled over the life time of a couple.  In the Christian church the wedding is not a show arranged by the bride and groom.  It is not your day alone.  Marriage is a sacred event which affects the whole Christian community.  Your marriage is important to you and all who are members of the Christian community.  
This booklet contains information you will need as you plan your wedding at St. John Lutheran Church.  Please read it carefully.  St. John’s wedding coordinator is a member of Altar Guild and will assist you as needed while you plan your wedding.  
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10 Signs You Should Not Be Getting Married in a Church by Lillian Daniel

1. You find yourself asking the clergy to take all the references to Jesus out of the service. 

2. You find yourself dreading your next meeting with the minister. 

3. You find yourself dreading the service, worried that the minister will say something too religious.

4. You disagree with the core values of the church.

5. You find the core values of the church so uninteresting that you can just tune them out, no problem. 

6. You are not a member of any faith community and neither one of you intends to be. 

7. This location feels like a choice you both are making for somebody else, rather than for yourselves. 

8. You and your partner have never talked about religion, and you have serious doubts that you will ever be able to.

9. This experience feels like just another wedding transaction, one more service provider to check off the list. 

10. You can't wait for the reception. 
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10 Signs You Might be in the Right Place After All
1. You have drifted from the church, but as you prepare for your wedding you find yourself seeking a community of faith. 

2. You enjoy meeting the minister and appreciate the chance to focus on matters of the spirit in the midst of wedding planning stress. 

3. You have worshipped here and found yourself moved.

4. You want your marriage to be associated with this place and its core values. 

5. You can imagine the members of this church holding you in prayer.

6. You sense that your marriage is about more than the two of you. 

7. You find yourself praying.

8. This experience is causing you and your partner to talk about your faith and your aspirations for a faith community as a couple. 

9. You don't have it all figured out yet, but this church feels like a blessing to start you on your way.

10. You can't wait for the wedding. 
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Pre-Marriage counseling is required for all weddings held at St. John Lutheran Church or at another site officiated by St. John’s Pastor.  It is the responsibility of the couple to contact the church office to arrange for the pre-marriage counseling sessions.  

We are a faith community centered in Word and Sacrament.  If you do not worship regularly we encourage you to worship with us as you prepare for and begin this new chapter in your life.  

The pastor reserves the right to use pastoral discretion in unusual circumstances or to refer the matter to St. John’s Church Council for guidance.  The pastor further reserves the right not to marry those who demonstrate immaturity, insincerity toward marriage or the Christian faith, and/or lack of preparation for marriage.  
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Planning the Worship Service 

Suggested Scripture Readings:
Old Testament

Genesis 1:26-28

Genesis 2:18-24
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Proverbs 3:3-6

Song of Solomon 2:10-13

Song of Solomon 8:6-7

Isaiah 63:7-9

Jeremiah 31:31-34

Psalm

Psalm 67

Psalm 100

Psalm 117

Psalm 121

Psalm 128

Psalm 150

New Testament 

Romans 8:31-35, 37-39

Romans 12:1-2, 9-18

1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13

Ephesians 3:14-19

Ephesians 5:1-2, 21-33

Colossians 3:12-17

1 John 3:18-24

1 John 4:7-16

Gospel 
Matthew 5:1-10

Matthew 5:14-16

Matthew 7:21, 24-29

Matthew 22:35-40

Mark 10:6-9

John 15:9-17                                5
Suggested Hymns out of the Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal:
644 Although I speak with angel’s tongue
648 Beloved, God’s chosen

816 Come, my way, my truth, my life 

585 Hear us now, our God and Father 

312 Jesus, come! For we invite you

836 Joyful, joyful we adore thee

839, 840 Now thank we all our God 

308 O Morning Star, how fair and bright! 
488,489 Soul, adorn yourself with gladness

586 This is a day, Lord, gladly awaited 
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Choosing Your Organist Or Pianist
It is customary to use an organist from St. John.  The organist should be selected and contacted soon after the wedding date has been determined to see if they are available.  

In the event that you would wish to use an organist outside the congregation, please notify the pastor.  Organists from outside St. John’s congregation must arrange for an appointment with one of their organists for instruction in the use of our organ.  St. John’s organists will then submit his or her name to church council for their approval.  

Music and readings for the wedding service should be submitted to the church office six weeks before the date of your wedding.   
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Wedding Bulletin

St. John’s secretary will be happy to assist you in the selection and preparation of a wedding bulletin.  Wedding bulletins are also available in many Christian bookstores and from many printers.  

Whether the bulletin is to be printed by the church secretary or another source, the information therein needs to be given to the church office two weeks before the wedding date and before it is printed elsewhere.  

Decorations

Those who are planning the decorations should remember that the wedding is a worship service.  The congregation has been invited and gathered to worship God who is the source of love, and in that service, to witness the marriage of two persons.

All floral decorations are provided by the bridal party through the florist of their choice.  Aisle runners are discouraged due to the danger of tripping.  The church has two floor-standing candelabras and 12 aisle candle holders which are available if desired.  
Please contact the church office for more details about decorating the sanctuary.  The color of the paraments on the altar, pulpit and lectern will be the appropriate liturgical color for the season and are not subject to change for a wedding.  Those who want to coordinate their wedding colors with the liturgical color for the season may check with the church office or pastor.  
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The use of a "unity candle" or "wedding candle" is optional.  If you choose to purchase a unity candle, please check with the church office to make sure that your candle will fit the church's candle holder.  Since we have the two liquid wax side candles which fit this unity candle holder, we ask that you purchase a unity candle to fit our holder.  The church office also keeps a catalog of candles from which you may choose to place your order.  Couples should remember that the exchange of wedding promises and the giving and receiving of their rings is far more important within the wedding service than lighting a candle.


•  An option to consider would be to light the "unity candle" during the reception as a part of the cake cutting ceremony.

Some helpful hints and guidelines to remember:
· Decorations and flowers placed in the nave and chancel 

      should be appropriate for a worship service.  The                

      decorations should not hinder the mobility of the guests.

· Theatrical, "storybook" or extensive thematic decorating 

      schemes should be reserved for the reception hall.

· Chancel decorations are limited to cut flowers (no silk or 

      artificial flowers), white liquid wax candles, ribbons and              

      palms.  No draping or decorations of any kind on the    

      Altar rail or Altar candles are permitted.  

8
Photographer (if desired) Selected


The choice of a photographer is the responsibility of the wedding party.


“In order to avoid distractions, flash photography (by photographer or guests) is prohibited during the wedding service.”  Please include this announcement in the wedding bulletin. Pictures of the bridesmaids and bride may be taken during the processional prior to the invocation as long as the pictures do not interfere with the timing of the processional.  Pictures of the bridal couple and wedding party may also be taken during the recessional after the service has been completed.  Available  light photography (without flash) and videotaping from the balcony (photographers and guests) may be done during the service if it is done silently and unobtrusively.  


Please ask your photographer to take some of the family pictures prior to the service if possible in order to avoid a long delay before the start of the reception.  (This is especially important if the reception will be held somewhere other than at the church.)  If the reception is being held at the church, posed pictures in the chancel should be taken after the bride and groom have had an opportunity to greet their guests and begin the reception.


Please advise the pastor if you want to include him in the posed pictures after the wedding service.  Otherwise, he will assume that he is not needed and will remove his vestments.

Helpful hints and guidelines:



(  Please have your photographer check with the pastor or wedding coordinator before the wedding service to make sure he or she understands these guidelines and procedures.
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The Wedding Day 

*Ushers need to be ready at least 45 minutes before the service. 

* Bride and groom need to be ready at least 30 minutes before the service. 

* If you will be dressing at the church, a room will be assigned to you.  Although the doors to the lounge may be locked, the other doors do not have locks  It is strongly suggested that members of the wedding party not leave any valuable items in the dressing rooms.  

Smoking is prohibited in the building.  We request that you eat only in the Fellowship Hall.  

Duties of the Ushers

Before the service

1) Light all the candles 30 minutes before the wedding service begins.  

2) Greet and seat the guests as they arrive. 

3) Immediately before the start of the start of the service, escort the groom’s parents and then the bride’s mother to their seats in the front pew.  No additional guests are to be ushered to their seats after the parents have been seated.  

4) Pull the aisle runner, if used, into position.  
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St. John Lutheran Church Wedding Intake Form 

Return this form to the congregation’s office secretary along with any fees.  (Please see the next page for fee information.) 

• Bride’s Name:                                          o Home Phone:                                           o Cell Phone  

 o E-mail address:

• Groom’s Name:                                        o Home Phone:                                            o Cell Phone:

o E-mail address:

• Best person to contact (Bride or Groom)
Wedding Date and Time:

Rehearsal Date and Time:

Using Fellowship Hall for Rehearsal Dinner:  Yes/No

Wedding Location (if not at St. John):

Religious denomination of Bride:

Religious denomination of Groom:

Address after the wedding:  

Number of Guests:  

Organist needed:  Yes/No                

Wedding Service with Holy Communion: Yes/No 

Wedding Party 

Maid/Matron of Honor:

Best Man:  

Bridesmaids:

Groomsmen:  

Fees:

For Non-Members

· The cost of using the church and various rooms will be..

($100 for use of building

($100 for janitor

($300 for wedding coordinator (church secretary)

($150 for organist

 $650

· The cost of using the Fellowship Hall for a wedding reception will be..

($350 for the Fellowship Hall

($50 for janitor

 $400

For Members

· The cost of using the church and various rooms will be..

($100 for janitor

($300 for wedding coordinator (church secretary)

($150 for organist

 $550

· The cost of using the Fellowship Hall for a wedding reception will be..

$50 for janitor

For Members, there is no fee for use of the building or Fellowship Hall.

· Honorarium: 
(Pastor: $200 (suggested)

�





�





�





�









